
A Study of Hosea 
Small Group Study 

Lesson 6 

 

 

Opening 

• Were you more compliant or strong-willed as a child? At what age are children 
most adorable to you? What age do children require the most guidance?  
 

• What is your fondest memory of a parent helping you master an activity? Why 
was this experience special? 

 

Studying 
     
    Hosea 11 – God’s Love for Israel 

Open your Bible and read Hosea chapter 11:1-12 together as a group. Consider 
the following statements and questions as you study together. 

• What images describe God’s relationship with Israel? What images appear more 
feminine? Have you ever thought of God as having both masculine and feminine 
traits? 

• What impact did that parental love have on Israel? Why will Israel return to 
bondage? 

• Why will God not deliver Israel even if they call to him? What is God’s dilemma in 
verses 8-9? 

• For the history of Admah and Zeboiim, See Deut. 29:23 

• What in God’s character and covenant prompt him to turn from his plan to 
destroy Israel (Deut. 4:27-31)? 

• How will God restore Israel? What hope does this give to the faithful? 

• In verse 3, does God appear to be a good parent? Why or why not? 

 
 



 
Application 
     

• When have you found that punishment was a necessary discipline? How did you 
feel executing punishment, receiving punishment? Have you ever regretted the 
way you disciplined someone? 

• How has God shown a parent’s love to you? Do you see God’s love as more of a 
mother or father? In what ways might you have taken advantage (or tried to take 
advantage) of God’s love? 

• How might this story relate to the prodigal son in Luke 15? How does God 
welcome Israel back? Have you come home yet? 

• How are the attributes of God’s justice and God’s mercy reconciled in Hosea? 
How has God’s justice and mercy been reconciled in Christ? What are the 
necessary steps toward reconciliation with God? 

• What is comforting about God’s enduring and faithful love? What responsibility 
does God’s love put on those in relationship with God? How might you best 
express your love for God?  

 

• Who in your life needs to experience the love of God for the first time? How might 
you aid in that happening? 


